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My Story…



How Far We’ve Come

• A safe place for people to go during the day.
• A place for people to go to learn daily living skills.
• A place for people to go to prepare for work.
• A place for people to go to work with others who 

have disabilities.
• Support for people to work in the community.
• Support for people with disabilities to choose and 

prosper in community jobs.



Historical Impact



Historical Perspective

• People with Disabilities forced into 
dependency.

• Others speak for them, label them, and while 
often with the best intentions – generally 
don’t view individuals with disabilities as 
deserving direct participation.



A New Vision

• Self Advocacy and Individual Empowerment 
through inclusion in the political process.

• Independent Living, Equal Rights and Access 
to ensure full citizenship and progressive 
participation in every facet of society.



The Arc’s History



The Arc’s Advocacy Role
• Many issues across the years

– Right to a free, appropriate, public education
– Rehabilitation Act
– Social Security disability and Supplemental Security Income programs
– Fair Housing Act
– Developmental Disabilities Act
– Research on lead poisoning and Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
– Civil Rights of Institutionalized Persons Act
– Medicaid coverage of long term services and home and community 

based services
– Americans with Disabilities Act
– Rosa’s Law
– ABLE Act
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The Power of Families 
and Self Advocates 



Our Family Story
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Chris’ Program Struggle
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New Program
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A slip, and a new perspective



Chris’ Words
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On Early Memories…

I remember being with Michelle all the time. She would climb into 
my crib and play games and sing. I remember that she had a very 
scratchy voice that made her sound terrible. I remember Coley 
watching a lot of tv and dancing with Michelle when they were 
supposed to be cleaning on the weekends. And I could laugh and get 
away with anything as the only boy. I remember baby Luke.

People may find it strange that I have memories from when I was so 
young but when I got trapped in my body by autism and lost my 
voice and my smile I replayed all of those memories like videos in my 
mind so that I wouldn’t get lost forever. I knew, even at that age, that 
I had to hold onto my family and that they would help me out. I knew 
that my mom and my dad were scared and confused, even more then 
me. I knew that my siblings would laugh, smile, sing and dance 
enough for me until I was found.



Recent Fights to Protect 
Medicaid



Keeping Disability in the 
Conversation
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Medicaid Matters: Mobilizing 
Families

Over 2500
Letters delivered 
to Hill in 2017
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Lessons Learned from the past 
year plus of Advocacy

• Our core issues will keep coming back –
they are never permanently resolved

• Need to remain vigilant
• Need to connect/reconnect with 

grassroots
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Working Together 
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• Strength and visibility of connection helps individuals 
and families

• Engagement with younger families 
• Once again showing the power of The Arc network
• What it means on the Hill
• Continued vigilance 
• The fight is never over
• The Arc will always be at the table 



General Public Engagement

• Disability issues are non-partisan
• We must continue to work to build 

understanding and general public buy-in for 
our issues. 

• Disability Integration Act– flipping the 
institutional bias 



Questions?

Feel free to contact me:

Jorwic@thearc.org

mailto:Jorwic@thearc.org

