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Introducing… 2

 Meet Conner!

 His journey from birth 

to now!

 From Advocacy 

Journalism to Disability  

Advocacy 

 What Advocacy 

Means

 Call To Action



Hi Conner!
 Appeared to be a typically developing child
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Conner as an active learner!
4



Conner’s ability toward success!

 Early Intervention Services at 18 months

 Successfully completed Early Head Start & Regular Head Start
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Thinking outside the disability box 7

 Every child has gifts and talents. Your 

job is to discover them.

 Set realistic and high expectations 

for your child.

 Be fearless!

 You are the expert when it comes to 

your child.

 Expertise should be a call to action; 

using your knowledge to advocate 
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From Advocacy Journalism to Disability Advocacy 
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Advocacy Journey 

 10-year TV News Reporter/Anchor for several local news and America Now News 
Correspondent

 Advocacy & Investigative Journalism Focus

 Reporter of the Year, National Investigative Award, Emmy-nominate, 10 State Awards  

 Several News Stories created state policy change, got results for individuals and 
communities 

 Serving on two Alabama state boards: Early Intervention Interagency Coordinating 
Council & Autism Interagency Coordinating Council 

 Enforced Full Access Policy within Montgomery County Head Start 

 Pushed to keep Early Intervention Program eligibility so that it wouldn’t exclude children 
with mild delays 

 Serving on Executive Committees and newly formed Committees concerning Autism 
Services & Best Practices serving children with autism in the state of Alabama 

 Founded the only parent-ran, for parents advocacy 501(c)(3) organization in the state 
that provides in-home, group and individual trainings, workshops, family enrichment 
activities and provides support and resources to families of children on the autism 
spectrum.
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Who are we?
11
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D.A.T.S. M.O.M. is a parent 
advocacy 501(c) (3) 
organization for families of 
children on the autism 
spectrum disorder or similar 
developmental disabilities. 

This grassroots organization, 
started an online social media 
launch in March of 2018. 
Awarded Grant in October 
2018 to become an official 
non-profit (Feb. 2019) and get 
people and parents involved 
in our mission.



What We Do
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 This organization is focused on equipping 
parents with the knowledge, skills and 
support to become effective advocates for 
their children living with autism and similar 
developmental disabilities through culturally 
relevant advocacy, leadership and 
communication training, educational and 
service delivery workshops and family 
enrichment activities. Through support, 
D.A.T.S.M.O.M. meets parents where they 
are and helping to eliminate barriers to 
access, education, training and resources 
to under-served and under-represented 
family voices within the autism population. 



What We Do
 Mission Statement: 

 D.A.T.S. M.O.M. inspires, 
educates and 
challenges families of 
children on the autism 
spectrum (or related 
special needs). The goal 
is to provide a platform 
to help parents shift their 
child’s disability to an 
ability by equipping 
them with the 
knowledge, support and 
tools necessary to be 
effective advocates for 
their children. 
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What Services We Provide

 Free Parent Services including group, in-home and individual:

 Advocacy and Leadership Training

 Communication Skills & Personal Development

 Extensive IEP Preparation Research & Training

 Transitional Services from Early Intervention to Public School

 Family Enrichment Activities

 Exclusive Journey Binder Organizational Kits  

 Hundreds of Educational Topics & Sessions

 Connecting Parents to Resources/Referrals 

 First-Time Diagnosis: Navigating the Autism Journey 
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What Being an 

A.D.V.O.C.A.T.E.

Means to 

D.A.T.S.M.O.M.

A
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Turning 

Adversity into 

Achievement: 

The A in 

Advocate
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 Adversity is defined as a condition marked 
by misfortune, calamity or distress

 Adversity forces you to think outside the 
box; the disability box in this case

 Adversity pushes you to dig and to create 
something out of nothing (bareness and 
brokenness)

 Adversity should prompt you to create a 
plan toward achievement 

 Use struggles and setbacks as a bridge 
toward personal and collective 
achievement. 



Turning 

Adversity into 

Achievement: 

The A in 

Advocate
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 Instead of asking yourself did this happen to 
me, Why my child? What did I do wrong to 
deserve this? What limits do I need to place 
on my child’s future? 

 Ask yourself, “What can I gain from this 
journey? Who can I help along the way? How 
can I better prepare someone else navigate 
this journey? 

 What I’m going through is for someone else. 
(Outreach, Platform, Assignment) 

 Affirm yourself: What better person? What 
better parent? What better family to be 
chosen for an assignment of this magnitude. 
God thank you for trusting me to progressively 
navigate this disability journey with Your 
Grace, Mercy and Favor 



What Being an 

A.D.V.O.C.A.T.E.

Means to 

D.A.T.S.M.O.M.

D
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Being 

Determined 

with Diverse 

Opportunities:

The D in 

Advocate 
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 Be determined to shift your mindset 
toward a positive outcome

 Shifting your perspective will help to shift 
the disability into an ability 

 One Strategy, One Plan, One Goal isn’t 
enough.

 Diversify your service delivery options, 
network of resources

 Create a diverse support team of people 
with and without disabilities from various 
backgrounds. 

 Together we achieve more!



What Being an 

A.D.V.O.C.A.T.E.

Means to 

D.A.T.S.M.O.M.

V
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From Victim 

to Victory:

The V in 

Advocate 

21

 You are a person first and then you are a 
person with a disability second.

 Continuing to focus on the limitations 
instead of the elevations keeps you inside 
the disability box

 Celebrate both small and big victories. 
Conner became potty-trained at age 5. 
Did I wait 5 years to thinking positively and 
to work toward daily, weekly, monthly and 
yearly goals? Had I given up or remained 
discouraged and kept a victim mindset, 
Conner would not be potty-trained right 
now. 



What Being an 

A.D.V.O.C.A.T.E.

Means to 

D.A.T.S.M.O.M.

O
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Overcoming: 

The Road to 

Opportunities:

The O in 

Advocate 
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 You can either waddle in your disappointments 
and continue to see your disability or your child’s 
disability as a problem or you can see it an 
opportunity

 Disability as an Ability: Find Your Ability!

 How will you create an ability? 

 An opportunity for you to learn, research, observe, 
reflect and appreciate life and all the little things 
we take for granted. 

 An opportunity to share your story and to connect 
with others who are on the same journey as you. 



What Being an 

A.D.V.O.C.A.T.E.

Means to 

D.A.T.S.M.O.M.

C
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Creating 

Compassion:

The C in 

Advocate 
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 More fulfilled living a life of compassion

 My compassion increased because of my son’s 
disability

 Compassion results in humility and a renewed 
strength

 Compassion is created by how you view your 
journey. But yourself in someone’s shoes. 



What Being an 

A.D.V.O.C.A.T.E.

Means to 

D.A.T.S.M.O.M.

A
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Ask: 

Knowledge is 

Power

The A in 

Advocate 
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 Don’t be afraid to ask questions and challenge 
people

 You don’t know what you don’t know. And that’s 
OK.

 There are a lot of people with titles and a lot of 
people we deem experts who are wrong or who 
don’t share your experience and will try to sway 
you or will give you the wrong information if you 
don’t fact check it or what I call wisdom check it. 

 Remember your truth is your truth. No one can tell 
you it’s not. 



What Being an 

A.D.V.O.C.A.T.E.

Means to 

D.A.T.S.M.O.M.

T
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Tenacity Takes 

Time:

The T in 

Advocate 
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 If you didn’t have faith before the disability, you 
sure do have faith in something now or the 
ideology of persistence and holding fast to 
something of value for a better result

 You will learn how to be very patient.

 Conner’s delays were symbolic of life and has 
taught me to be more tenacious and realize timing 
is everything

 You will see the fruit of your labor and dedication 
to the process. 



What Being an 

A.D.V.O.C.A.T.E.

Means to 

D.A.T.S.M.O.M.

E
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Efficiently 

Advocating:

The E in 

Advocate 
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 You don’t need to be perfect! You need to be 
willing to operate in excellence. 

 You need to be well holistically: spirit, mind and 
body so you can operate efficiently 

 This race is not a sprint. It’s a marathon! You will 
need the proper fuel and energy to remain 
steadfast, focused and unmoved. 



You are your child’s most  knowledgeable 

Advocate

 Reject Segregation!

 Question everything! Is it in the policy? Is there even a policy? 

 Involve your child in inclusive, in-home, classroom and community 

activities and programs as often as possible. 

 Our children need real life connections!
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Stay Encouraged Along Your Journey! 33
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What questions/comments/suggestions do you 

have for me? 

 CONTACT INFORMATION:

 TAMETRIA CONNER DANTZLER

 DATSMOM@YAHOO.COM

 LIKE DATS MOM ON FACEBOOK

 FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @DATS_MOM
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